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UNIQUE Il AND UNIQUE UNIQUICK

UNIQUE I

INTRODUCTION

UNIQUE Il is a fourth generation tool for the
development of applications within the administrative
data processing area.

UNIQUE Il is a general multiuser system for inter-
active information systems. it is ideal for prototyping
or experimental system development.

With UNIQUE Il the development effort will in many
cases be greatly reduced. The UNIQUE approach to
system development is first to design the user inter-
face (the screen display form), and subsequently to
define the functions that relate the data items in the
form to the database.

A UNIQUE application may thus be developed very
quickly and the user may participate in the design to
ensure that it reflects the real requirements.

UNIQUE Il may be run on the ND-100 and the ND-500
computers and can use both SIBAS-1l and ND ISAM
databases.

FEATURES

Easy to use

Function keys in common with DIALOGUE and
NOTIS products

Language independent.

A design development and implementation tool
Maintenance costs are reduced

Models are quickly defined

Programming efficiency is radically improved
Extensive use of data dictionary to prevent incorrect
data references and to simplify application design
References to multiple databases; locally or
distributed

System and application control

IF, ELSEIF, ELSE functions

Based on standard data management - SIBAS Il or
ND ISAM

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

UNIQUE Il is an ideal tool for users who work inter-
actively with a database. It is very suitable as a proto-
typing tool as well as a development tool for medium-
complex applications.

Traditional programming has been replaced by a
system where the desired solution is described. This
description is made by designing the screen picture
that the user wants to see, and subsequently by defin-
ing the functions/relations that the fields (data) have
to each other and to the database.

Large and complicated pictures are often difficult to
complete, especially if the registered materials are not
in accord with the picture. UNIQUE |l is the powerful
tool which takes care of this problem.

UNIQUE Il is not a program generator; it is a PRO-
GRAM. This provides the user with the same proce-
dures for all applications to be developed. The fact
that it is ONE program reduces maintenance costs to a
minimum. No programming experience is needed to
use UNIQUE II, so it is possible to have user partici-

pation in both the design and the application phases.
This means shorter development time for the final
applications.

IF-THEN-ELSE, IF-END-ENDIF functions and
BEGIN/END sequence will minimize the need for

special routines in application programming, although
they are allowed if necessary.

A simple application of UNIQUE |l is described below:

4 A

Start-form CUSTOMER
Number Name Shortname
Rssviminiivenssnasmennines A ceessonvensnssnennsnnes T rm—
R sasrsesavedisvsnnsaiss
T
R cosnsinpssiivevisnneei
Telephone a..........
Contact person P
Payment condition A sessieviivesi
end-form
start-fields

data-base-name = ORDRBASE
register-name = CUSTOMER

field="CUSTNO" key
field = "NAME alternative-key letter-type (UPPER)

field = "SHORTNM” alternative-key letter-type (UPPER)
field="ADDRESS1"”
field = "ADDRESS2"
field = "ADDRESS3"
field = "TELNO"
field = "CONTPERS” alternative-key letter-type(UPPER)
field ="PAYCOND"
end-fields

_J

This application will give this screen picture,
filled with data on one customer:

a )

Number Name Shortname
100 SANDNES OILINDUSTRY  SANDOIL
OIL STREET 4
STAVANGER
Telephone 04 214587
Contact person R. BROWN
Payment condition MONTHLY

_ ),

The application '‘Customer’ makes it possible to
register and maintain information on customers while
accessing data from the database ORDRBASE, using
the register CUSTOMER.

The application has two main parts:

- a screen layout description (between start-form and
end-form)

- a description of the databases with functions and
relations (between start-fields and end-fields).

The layout description contains texts and fields. The

sign ” A " defines the position of the field; the rest of

the data description, type, length, and display format
can be picked from the data dictionary.

The field part contains the mapping between the
fields of the form and the items of the database(s), and
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UNIQUE Il AND UNIQUE UNIQUICK

describes functions and relations between the fields.
The words in uppercase letters are the names of data-
base and of registers (realms) and items in the data-
base.

UPPER is an exception and means uppercase letter-
type. These are some of the features of the applica-
tion: The application defines keys to retrieve records
from the database. Each register has one main key,
called 'key’. This key is often unique, as opposite to
‘alternative key’.

QUERIES

- Direct search for customers via their customer
number or name. Name might be abbreviated.

- By use of simple commands in UNIQUE I, a user
may move through the entire list of customers,
(F/N/P/L- first/next/previous/last).

PRINTOUT:

- Direct printout of the screen pictures on a printer
- Sorted printout of the whole list of customers, or
parts of it.

PREREQUISITES
VERSION B

Prerequisites for version B are:

SINTRAN Ill version J or later
SIBAS-Il version E or later

To make special routines

FORTRAN or

COBOL

DOCUMENTATION

UNIQUE [l User Manual ................. ND-60.206. 2 EN
UNIQUE Il Brukerhandbok ............. ND-60.206. 2 NO

UNIQUE Il Programmer Manual ..... ND-60.210. 2 EN

UNIQUE UNIQUICK

INTRODUCTION

UNIQUE UNIQUICK is an application generator for
UNIQUE II. UNIQUE UNIQUICK produces applications
that can be run by UNIQUE Il or edited by standard ND
editors (PED, NOTIS-WP). UNIQUE UNIQUICK runs on
the ND-100 and the ND-500 and can use both SIBAS-II
and ND ISAM databases.

FEATURES

Easy to use

Function key-driven system

A design development and implementation tool
User participation at both the design and the appli-
cation phases

Maintenance costs are reduced

Models are quickly defined

® Programming efficiency is radically improved
® Based on standard data management SIBAS-Il and
ND ISAM

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

UNIQUICK is completely menu-driven. The user
chooses the database, registers, keys and fields that
he wants by moving the cursor to the desired field and
then pushing a function key on the keyboard.

The application "Customer’ can be made by a few
keystrokes. The only thing the user has to do is to pick
the databases, registers, keys and fields from the suc-
cessive menu levels using standard NOTIS function
keys on the terminal keyboard. With only 6 keystrokes
your application is ready to run.

The following example shows the keystrokes needed
to make this application.

This menu shows how to pick the database. The
other menus have the same layout.

Choose DATABASE
CUSTBASE CUSTINFO
ORDRBASE ADMBASE

To choose the wanted database, the cursor is moved
to the actual position.

Choose ORDRBASE

Choose CUSTOMER
register

Choose CUSTOMER key
CUSTOMER register

Choose all fields
SHIFT + @ in CUSTOMER register

Use default application
file name CUSTOMER

[a] (2] [=]

[a]

After the user has finished the application, he can
choose to run it, modify it, or store it for later use.

PREREQUISITES

UNIQUE UNIQUICK prerequisites are:
SINTRAN Il Version J or later
UNIQUE Il Version AorB

SIBAS-Il Version E or later, or

ND ISAM Version |

DOCUMENTATION
User Manual ........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiieieeenns ND-60.240. 1 EN
Brukerhandbok .........ccccocoeiiiiiiiiinnnnn. ND-60.240. 1 NO
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THE ND INFORMATION SYSTEM CONCEPT

The ND Information System consists of terminals, the user environment, programs, and the communica-
tions, processing and storage systems. Each terminal uses the rest of the system as a common information
processing facility. The programs represent different ways of handling information. Some of these functions
are mainly office support oriented, like word processing, electronic mail or file queries. These are collective-
ly called the NOTIS family of office support systems. Other functions are predominantly used for adminis-
trative data, such as data entry and transaction processing or report generation. This set of functions are

known as the DIALOGUE Information Supporty System.

Each customer may wish to include NOTIS, DIALOGUE or both. Because of the close relation between
office support and general administrative data processing, this flexibility is important. The following descrip-
tion covers both the NOTIS and the DIALOGUE Information System Concepts.

THE USER ENVIRONMENT

A user communicates with the system via a terminal
and a set of menus. Instructions to NOTIS may be se-
lected from these menus or entered directly. Each user
has a personal user-environment profile, which allows
for a tailormade working environment, and ensures a
comprehensive and safe interface between the user
and the system.

THE PROGRAMS

NOTIS and DIALOGUE include a set of programs to
execute a comprehensive group of information proces-
sing functions. Some functions, considered equally
important in the office environment and in general
administrative data processing, are members of both.

NOTIS consist of modules for entering and revising
documents, maintaining address lists and client regis-
ters, retrieving information, including it in reports and
so on. A main function is the powerful and flexible
full-screen word processor. This can be used inde-
pendently for letter and document production, or to
prepare data for other modules such as telex or teletex
messages, spreadsheet calculation, business graphics,
etc. A common documnet storage module enhances
this combined use of several NOTIS functions.

DIALOGUE is a set of productivity functions for
Administrative Data Processing (ADP), sharing a

common information base. Productivity is achieved in
two ways. For development of operational systems,
DIALOGUE offers a 4th generation applications tool as
well as a "work bench” with support for screen han-
dling and database management. The second impor-
tant aspect is that it provides a direct inteface to the
databases, removing the barriers that ADP systems
often appear to create between themselves and the
user community. The direct processing functions com-
prising report generation and interactive access and
queries, are also available with NOTIS. DIALOGUE is
centered around a powerful database management
system with a global dictionary.

GROWTH

The potental for expansion is a fundamental part of
the ND Information System Concept. Having begun
with a simpel NOTIS system, your growing needs can
be satisfied by adding additional NOTIS and DIALOGUE
modules. The ND System Architecture for Expansion
(ND SAFE) concept guarantees you the ability to en-
hance your present system. An ND Information
System may grow into a distributed network, intercon-
nected by the COSMOS data communication network.
Information stored anywhere in a network or even on
computers from other vendors can be immediately
available to any user of any terminal, provided that the
user has the necessary authorization.
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